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Thfrd-Provldes that petitions tor charter elec-
tions shall be verified by the otflcer in custody of 
the registration recorda The present provision 
ts that duty on the city clerk who. in most 
les. has nothing to do with those records. 
Fourth-It extends the time for conSidering a 
choice of freeholders to thirty days. The present 
provision limits it to twenty days. 
Fifth-It permits nominations for freeholder 
to be made In the simple form used by many 
cities In nominating municipal otflcers, as well as 
by petition under general laws. 
Sizth-It permits the time for drawing a 
charter to be extended sixty days with the con-
sent of the legislative body of the city. Present 
requirement is that a charter shall be completed 
in 120 days, which Is otten too short. 
Selllmth--Calls for only one publication (in-
stead of ten) in the otflcial paper. and provides 
further for circulation of the charter in con-
venient pamphlet form among the voters. The 
blanket form of publication for charters makes 
It ditflcult to read them. 
E.ghth--Allows at least sixty days tor a char-
ter campalgn; time is now twenty to forty-too 
short for a general circulation of the charter. 
and full discussion. 
.Yinth-Provides that in case of contUct In the 
provisions of two or more amendments to a char-
ter the one receiving the higher vote shall govern 
aa to matters in conflict. 
Tenth-Simplifies the provision for organiza-
tion of boroughs. 
Elellentlr-Reduces the length of this section 
from five pages to thrpe. 
The exceeding complexity of the amendment to 
this section of the constitution adopted in 1911 
has raised many problems in adopting charters 
or amendin&" them afterwards. This amendment 
clears up doubts and makes the system simple. 
certain and fleXible. 
WK. C. CLARK. 
Assemblyman Thirty-seventh District. 
ARTHUR L. SHANNON. 
Assembiyman Thirty-second District. 
LEGISLATIVE CONTROL OF mRIGATION, RECLAMATION 
AND DRAINAGE DISTRICTS. 
As .. mbly Constitutional Amendment 47 amending section ,13 of article XI of constitution. 
Prellent section unchanged but proviso added authorizing legislature to provide for Bupervision. 
regulation and conduct, in such manner as it may determine. of affairs of irrigation, reclamation 
or drainage districts, organized or existing under laws of this state. 
Assembly Constitutional Amendment No. 47. a 
resoiution to propose to the people of the 
State of California an amendment to the Con-
stitution of the State of California to amend 
section thirteen of article eleven relating to 
supervision. regulation and conduct of the 
atralrs of irrigation. reclamation or drainage 
districts. 
The legiahl.ture of the State of California at 
its'r::gular sel!l8ion. commencing on the sixth day 
of .January. 1913. two thirds of the members 
elected to each of the two houses of the said 
leplature voting In favor thereof. hereby' pro-
poses to the qualified electors of the state that 
section thirteen of article XI of the Constitution 
of the State of California be amended to read as 
follows: 
PBOPOBII:D LAW. 
Section 13. The legislature shall not delegate 
to any special commission, private corporation, 
company. association or indiVidual any power to 
make. control, appropriate, supervise or In any 
way interfere with any county. city. town or 
municipal Improvement, money. property. or 
etrects. whether held in trust or otherwise. or to 
levy taxes or 81111ellll1llents or perform any mu-
nicipal function whatever. except that the leg-
1.lature ahall have power to provide for the 
aupervlalon, regulation and conduct, In auch 
manner a. It may determine. of the aftal ... of 
Irrigation district., reclamation dl.trlctB or 
drainage district., organized or existing under 
any law of thl. atate. 
Section 13. article XL preposed to be amended, 
now reads as follow.: 
IIXIBTINO LAW. 
Section 13. The legislature shall not delegate 
to any special commission. private corporation, 
company. assOCiation, or individual. any power 
to make, control. appropriate. supervise. or in 
ny way interfere with any county. city. town, 
: municipal Improvement. money. property. or 
etrects. whether held in trust . 'r otherwise, or to 
levy taxes or al!l8euments. v. perform any mu-
nicipal function. whatever. 
ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF ASSEMBLY CON-
STITUTIONAL AMENDMENT NO. 47. 
A8Bembly Constitutional Amendment No. 47 
will make no change In section 13 of article XI 
of the Constitution of California except to add a 
clause. following the word "whatever." to re-
move doubt as to the right of the state to pro-
vide for "the supervision. regulation and conduct" 
of irrigation. reclamation and drainage districts. 
in order to Increaae confidence in the bonds of 
such districtS. 
In recent years considerable legislation has 
been enacted. especially with reference to irriga-
tion districts. to sateguard the Issuance of their 
bonds and to widen ,the market for them. 
Experience has shown. however, that some 
measure of state supervision of the atrairs of the 
districts Is desirable, at least during the period 
of the construction of their work. in order to 
assure Investors In their bonds that the proceeds 
of the bonds will be so expended that the dis-
tricts will be su~fuL In construing section 13 
of article XI of the constitution as ,It now stands, 
our supreme court hall held that It applies to 
irrigation districts. 
Therefore the state could not provide for etrec-
tlve supervision of their atralra. It has never 
been held that this section applies to reclama-
tion and dralnace districts, but they have been 
included in the amendment to remove any doubt 
aa to the right of the state to provide for their 
supervision. This amendment was suggested by 
representatives of the districts. It does not affect 
any other Interest and does not commit the state 
to any policy. It simply make. poaslble the 
adoption of such measures for stren!rthenlng the 
securities of these districts aa the legialature may 
find to be desirable. 
The amendment wall unanimously approved by 
both hou_ ot the legislature after a careful in-
vestigation of Its merits. as a' practical measure 
in furtherance of the development of California. 
.J. A. lIoIURIlAT 
A.uemblyman Eighth blstrlct. 
HUOH B. B\l.U)FORD, 
A.uemblyrnan Fifteenth District. s __ 
